GNAPH Climate and Health Communities of Practice (CoP) Cross-Regional Learning Exchange: Integrating Climate Change into Public Health Education

Week 8 of the Global Network for Academic Public Health (GNAPH) Climate and Health Community of Practice (CoP) was held on 6 August 2026 as a joint cross-regional learning exchange involving the Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH), Council of Academic Public Health Institutions Australasia (CAPHIA), and South-East Asia Public Health Education Institution Network (SEAPHEIN). The session brought together participants from the Western Pacific and South Asia to reflect on the first seven training sessions and share how climate and health concepts were being incorporated into their curricula. It also provided an opportunity to strengthen collaboration, compare regional approaches, and identify opportunities for developing shared educational resources.
The session began with a welcome and review of the learning journey. Dr Bala explained that the earlier sessions had progressed from foundational concepts, including climate-health linkages and systems thinking, to curriculum mapping and integration. Week 8 was designed as a practical exchange in which each consortium could reflect on its progress and learn from the experiences of others. The main objectives were to share lessons learned, compare teaching approaches, exchange examples of modules and assessment strategies, and explore future collaboration across the GNAPH network.
Each consortium presented a distinct but complementary experience. APACPH reported a highly engaging previous seven sessions with breakout groups addressing heat waves, air pollution, and floods and vector-borne disease. These discussions led to practical curriculum ideas such as using policy briefs for assessment, incorporating spatial epidemiology, and shifting from narrow disease framing to broader systems thinking. A central message from APACPH was that climate change must not be treated as a siloed topic, instead, it requires interdisciplinary engagement, stakeholder involvement, and teaching approaches that integrate regional realities and community adaptation practices. CAPHIA reported that participants had initially worked through the common global materials before adapting the process to their own strengths and interests. Their main focus had been curriculum mapping and embedding climate and health into undergraduate and postgraduate public health programs. CAPHIA also highlighted its newly released competency framework, which includes climate, place, and health as a dedicated domain. SEAPHEIN described active use of the GNAPH competency framework, with a regional emphasis on extreme heat and health. Participants from India, Bangladesh, and Nepal had completed curriculum mapping and lecture integration, and were preparing to incorporate these changes into MPH programs. The group also extended its learning sequence beyond the original plan to allow time for refinement. 
In plenary, participants emphasised several shared themes. These included the importance of local and Indigenous knowledge, the need to extend climate and health teaching beyond public health into other disciplines, and the value of active learning methods such as case studies, brainstorming, and small-group discussion. The session closed with strong agreement that cross-regional collaboration is helping participants move from theory to implementation, while building more contextually relevant and competency-based climate and health education.
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