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REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP SERIES ON “CAPACITY BUILDING OF THE COMMUNITY”

Introduction: As a part of the rapid deployment team training programme, the Core Group for Disaster Relief, Faculty of Medicine, Colombo organized a series of workshops aimed at capacity building of the community. This series started with a workshop on international collaborations in disaster management, organized and conducted by in collaboration with The Early Career Network of the Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health, World Health Organization and the Disaster Management Center, Sri Lanka.

1. Workshop on International Collaborations in Disaster Management: This workshop was held on the 23rd of July 2006 at the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo from 8.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. and was headed by Prof. Dulitha Fernando, Dean, Faculty of Medicine. The Core Group for Disaster Relief was represented by Dr. Wasantha Gunathunga, Dr. Indika Karunathilake, Dr. Pramil Liyanage and 40 doctors and students who are members of the group participated in the workshop. Prof. Walter Patrick, Secretary General, APACPH, University of Hawaii, USA, Prof. Paula Palmer, University of Southern California, USA, Dr. B.Verma, WHO Sri Lanka and Dr. Buddhi Weerasinghe, Disaster Management Center, Sri Lanka were the resource persons.

The main areas addressed were “Role of universities and health leadership in global disaster management and pandemics”, “Importance of international research collaboration for disaster preparedness” “The role of international organizations in disaster management in developing countries” and “National disaster management plan and how to improve local and international collaboration” As a result of the workshop interest and enthusiasm on international research collaboration for disaster preparedness was increased among medical students and they were educated on international collaborations. The collaboration with the Asia Pacific Early Career Network in Public Health was established and future activities were planned.

2. Practical Session on “First Aid”: The main objective of this series of workshops, which is capacity building of the community, was planned to be achieved by conducting an educational programme to the community with the participation of students of Faculty of Medicine, Colombo. Students were identified as the main facilitators of this and first aid was one of the main areas to be covered during the community workshop. Training of Trainers programme on first aid was organized by the Core Group for Disaster Relief, Faculty of Medicine, Colombo, in collaboration with the St. John’s Ambulance Service, Sri Lanka. This was held on 26th July 2006 at the Faculty of Medicine, Colombo. During this workshop students were educated on the latest protocols on providing first aid in different situations. 
3. Developing Health Educational Material: Another Training of Trainer programme on heath educational material was organized by the Core Group for Disaster Relief, Faculty of Medicine, Colombo, in collaboration with the Health Education Bureau, Colombo and was held on 27th July 2006 at Faculty of Medicine, Colombo. 
4. Video Conference on Disaster Management: To give the students experience and competence in using the latest technologies in communication a firsthand experience on video conferencing for students was organized and conducted by the Core Group for Disaster Management in collaboration with World Health Organization and the World Bank, Sri Lanka on 28th July 2006 at the World Bank, Colombo. Dr. Indika Karunathilake, Dr. Pramil Liyanage and 40 student members from Core Group for Disaster Management, Faculty of Medicine, Colombo participated in this Video conferencing which was facilitated by Prof. Harry McConnell, Bond University School of Health Sciences and Medicine and Mr. Suresh Peiris World Bank, Colombo. This was a novel experience for the students and despite technical obstacles students gained firsthand experience in video conferencing and were educated on other eLearning methods.
5. Public Education Programme (Field Visit to Peraliya): As the final step pf this series of workshops aimed at capacity building of the community, a public education programme was organized and conducted by the Core Group for Disaster Management in collaboration with The Community Tsunami Early-warning Centre, Peraliya. This was a full day programme held at Thelwatta Temple, Peraliya on 29th July 2006. 40 students and doctors who are members of the group participated. 
Public education sessions on first aid and sanitation were conducted by the students and feedback from the community leaders was obtained. The community leaders were given a good knowledge on first aid methods and important health messages were given on sanitation and capacity building of the community leaders regarding disaster management was achieved. The programme provided a good opportunity for the students to interact with community leaders and to address public on issues related to health and they obtained firsthand experience on “How to educate public on health issues. 




























